The Feeling of Family Through JRA
By Taylor Moore

Hi, | am your 2025-2026 Junior Red Angus Queen, Taylor Moore. | wanted to discuss the topic
of family within the Red Angus Association. It is so much more than just a breed association; the
Red Angus Association of America (RAAA) is a true community. When you decide to raise,
show, or simply champion Red Angus cattle, you’re not just picking a breed; you’re joining the
Red Angus Family. This sense of belonging is a cornerstone of the breed, shaping not only how
we conduct business but how we support one another, inside and outside the show ring.

For young people, and me, this family feeling is the most powerful through programs like the
Junior Red Angus Association (JRA) and the annual Red Angus Youth Expo (RAYE). These
events are the heart of the Red Angus junior experience, transforming what could be just a
competition into a deeply meaningful annual reunion. | always wanted a sense of community
with others. When | started showing Red Angus, | quickly realized that this is where | would find
those people who cared and supported me the way young kids, teens, and adults deserve.

Stepping into RAYE for the first time, you might feel the nervous energy of the show, but you'll
also immediately feel a welcoming embrace. The older juniors often take younger members
under their wing, offering tips on clipping, showing, and fitting, transforming rivals into mentors.
Even just having another person there who helps you feel part of a family makes a difference in
the whole experience. The competitive spirit is certainly there—we all want to win—but it's
connected by a genuine desire to see everyone succeed and to celebrate the shared passion
for Red Angus cattle.

Beyond the banners and buckles, it's the moments that are outside the show ring that truly
define this family. It's the late-night talks in the barn aisle, sharing stories and laughs after a long
day. It's the group meals, the educational events, and the fun, lighthearted competitions that
build bonds of friendship that often last a lifetime. When a friend needs a helping hand, whether
it's finding a missing halter or just a word of encouragement before they head into the ring, the
Red Angus family is there, unified by the common symbol of a red coat.

For me, the Red Angus family has always meant having a safety net—a network of incredible
people who share my values of hard work, integrity, and dedication to bettering the herd. It's a
place where young members are encouraged to step up as leaders and where experienced
producers are always willing to share their knowledge.

Whether you're a seasoned producer, a young junior exhibitor, or new to the breed, being part of
the Red Angus family means you are valued. It means you have a stake in a breed built on
performance and a community built on trust. It's about more than the cattle; it's about the people
who raise them, and the powerful, lasting connections we create, making us all feel like we truly
belong to one special herd.



